
Update: Four Encampments in Berkeley Mar. 16, 2020  Written by Andrea Henson  
 (on the eve of shelter in place) 

 
Today, I visited the four encampments (Gilman, Ashby/Shellmound, Seabreeze, and under the 
I-80 underpass) in Berkeley before the Shelter in Place began. I knew that I needed to get out 
there to assess the situation at each camp and to calm fears. Folks were happy to see that they 
were not forgotten. No one really knew what was going on and some had heard news reports. 
No one has electricity and few have phones, leaving some unaware of current events.  
 
 I told everyone that we needed to prepare “as if” the city or state could not help us. Help takes 
time (government help can move slowly and nonprofits may not be able to come out) and we 
may not have that kind of time so we need to prepare to help one another. That seems extreme 
but we are living in extreme times.  
 
I explained that we may have to ration and share supplies. While social distancing is required in 
the housed world, that is a difficult concept to implement in the world of the unhoused. 
Socializing is a key tool used to survive on the streets. Today, life was going on as usual. At 
Gilman, I met only a few people carrying generic Clorox wipes. In the camps there is no hand 
sanitizer, soap, water, vitamins, stock piles of food or toilet paper.  Most people were in small 
groups in tents or outside. Groups are like family so it is to be expected.  

 
Here are my observations:  
 

 Everyone, except for one person, said that no City staff had 
visited any of the camps to tell them about the virus. Only one 
person said “someone from the city came wearing a mask” but he 
didn’t really know if it was someone from the city.  

 
 There is only one wash station located across from the 

Seabreeze Market. However, this wash station is located on the 
opposite side of the street from the porta potty. There are no wash 
stations at any of the other encampments. (Residents provided the 
garbage can) 
 

 
 Ashby/Shellmound. Two people were in the hospital last week. One with a severe 

respiratory infection and the other with severe strep throat. One is with a family member 
the other is back in camp. Neither were tested for COVID-19. One man may have 
MRSA. Others have some respiratory issues. There is probably more issues but I was 
unable to talk to everyone.  

 

 One 19 year old woman has an extraordinarily severe staph infection. Oozing sores 
cover her entire body. The residents brought her to me as she has some sort of 
diminished capacity. She had no shoes and was very hungry and sick. She thought she 
may have had chicken pox, however, I found out that is not true.  
 
 
A medic, who helps the Berkeley Free Clinic, reviewed my photographs last night. He 
said “This is possibly the worst case I have ever seen. I served in a charity 
hospital in Mogadishu for 9 months.”  Her mother lives in the camp and has cancer. 
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 Ashby/Shellmound is the sickest and most neglected by service providers of all the 
camps.  

 
 Almost all residents at each encampment had not heard that the recycling center closed. 

This provides significant income for most individuals. Many are concerned about how 
they will survive the last two weeks of the month because of lack of income.  

 
 Almost all had not heard about the shelter in place. Many do not understand how that 

will affect them. Many are scared that they will be arrested if out on the street.  

 
 The rats have taken over as many have left their tents or live with rats in their tents. We 

desperately need vector control to come out to each camp.  

 
 People will need to start building fires to cook, stay warm and wash if they can’t recycle 

because they cannot purchase propane. I will talk to Sports Basement as we can get 
refillable propane tanks for $9.00 and refills for $2.00. We need to get those to the 
camps.  

 

 People are hungry as donations have slowed and will come to almost a halt with the 

current shelter in place. Some food comes in aluminum tins that rot quickly and the rats 

crawl through it. People still eat it because it is available.  

 

The photograph below is NOT a tin of noodles but black rotten lettuce.  
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 Someone dropped off food and water that is ideal for the COVID-19 pandemic. Residents 

picked up the bags quickly. As far as I know, these bags were only donated to Seabreeze 

encampment (upstairs only). Bags included pull top chili, fruit, chicken breast, peanut 

butter, top ramen and water.  

 

 
 

Supplies Needed 

 
Below are lists of supplies needed at all of the camps. The city can provide the most important – 
wash stations, porta potties, hand sanitizer and trash pick-up. We can petition nonprofits for 
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food, hygiene items and toiletries. We are reaching out to our medical coalition for supplies and 
assistance.  

 
 Needs for all camps: 

 
o Wash stations 
o Porta Potties 
o Trash pick up 
o Hand Sanitizer 
o Tissue 
o Baby Wipes 
o Toilet Paper 
o Propane 
o Solar Panels (for Charging Stations as businesses will be closed) 
o Deep Cycle Batteries (“same as above”) 
o Propane Cook Stoves 
o Tarps 
o Trash Cans with lids 
o Tubs for food storage 
o Drinking water 
o Soap - Dawn dish soap 
o Canned Meat - spam, chicken, tuna, ham, etc.  
o Canned Fruit 
o Canned Veggies 
o Evaporated Milk 
o Can openers 
o Chili 
o Canned Beans 
o Peanut Butter 
o Crackers 
o Tortillas 
o Block cheese 
o Batteries 
o Trash bags 
o Medical supplies 
o Vector Control 
o Dog Food 
o Blankets, sleeping bags, clothes, etc.  

 

City can supply each camp with:  
 

 Porta Potties 
 Trash Pick up 
 Dumpsters 
 Wash Stations 
 Tents from the State 
 Hand Sanitizer 
 Toilet Paper 
 Drinking Water 
 Vector Control 
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 State issued tents 
 Information on what is happening and how shelter in place affects the homeless 

community.  
o Flyers with information about services should be posted and handed out 

at encampments.  
o Flyers about hygiene and COVID-19 prevention should be handed out.  

 
Nonprofits and Citizens  

 
 Can provide all other supplies 

 
Berkeley Medical Coalition 

 
 TBD what each group can provide 

 
Consider the Homeless 

 
 Hot Soup and supplies every Thursday and Sunday Night 

 


